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Public Notice in the Republic of Korea (South Korea) 

 

1. Formally, Korea began its transition to democracy on June 29, 1987. With President Kim Young 
Sam’s inauguration on February 25, 1993, his administration established several deregulatory 
committees, including the Presidential Commission on Administrative Reform. Basic Law on 
Administrative Regulations and Civil Affairs Act (January 1, 1994), Prime Minister Order (April 7, 
1994) and Presidential Enforcement Decree (December 31, 1996) set the guidelines for a new 
regulatory process. Key provisions included advance public notice and comment, informal public 
hearings, and a twenty-member Regulatory Review Committee responsible for confirmation, 
monitoring and evaluation of agency rules.1  
 

2. Since 2003, the United Nations has provided comparative assessment reports on its 193 
member states. Korea ranked first in the most recent two consecutive surveys in 2010 and 2012 
in the categories of  'e-Government Development Index' assessing the e-Government 
development level and 'e-Participation Index' assessing the level of citizens' online engagement 
in policies.2 Korea laid the foundation of e-Government by building basic computer networks 
across the nation and overhauling laws, regulations and policies in the 1980s and 1990s. By 
intensively focusing on the development of e-Government from 2000, Korea successfully 
implemented the e-Government system through the convergence and connection of dispersed, 
stand-alone systems across the government in the late 2000s.3 
 

3. Korea has 84.1% internet users in 2012, according to World Bank data.4 Some 98% of 25-34 
year-olds now complete an upper secondary education—the highest proportion among OECD 
countries, according OECD 2011 report.5 High education level and high percentage internet 
users among the whole population make the online communication more available and 
efficient. 
 

1 Jeeyang Rhee Baum and Bawn, Kathleen, Slowing at Sunset: Administrative Procedures and the Pace of Reform in 
Korea, Journal of East Asian Studies. May-Aug 2011, Vol. 11, Issue 2, p197-221. P.199. 
2 http://korea.go.kr/eng/sub/about_egov01_2.jsp, access on March 17, 2014. In the UN’s E-Government Survey 
2012: E-Government for the People Report, (http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/publications/connecting-
governments-to-citizens.html, and access on March 17, 2014.) The republic of Korea rank No.1 with 0.9283 E-
government development index. Netherlands (0.9125), United Kingdom (0.8960), Denmark (0.8889) and United 
States (0.8687) follow the Republic of Korea ranking top 5 countries in the e-government development index 
report. 
3 http://korea.go.kr/eng/sub/about_egov01.jsp, access on March 17, 2014. 
4 http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.USER.P2, access on March 17, 2014. 
5 Education at a Glance 2011, OECD Indicators, Country Note—Korea, http://www.oecd.org/education/skills-
beyond-school/48670430.pdf, access March 18, 2014. 
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4. The word “public notice” does not be used quite often in Korea. Most of the public notices are 
categories under other items, such as “news release”. Korea government issues many public 
notices under “news”. Please see picture 1 and picture 2. Picture 3 is Korea government English 
version. We can find that the English webpages are different with Korean webpages, which 
contain more public notices.  
 

5. According to Interbrand 2014 released 2nd annual best Korea brands report, top five companies 
are Samsung Electronics, Hyundai Motor Company, Kia Motors Corporation, SK Telecom, 
POSCO. 6 Some cases of public notice in Korean business, however, they do not use the word 
“public notice” especially, private corporations.7 Each company just provide its information by 
specifying each area, for example, Samsung use press/media department or IR department to 
delivery their notice to public. Please see picture 4. Kia has legal notice in privacy/legal category. 
Please see picture 7.  
 

6. SK telecom has a “IR Library” category. Please see picture 5. IR library offers many public 
documents. However, those documents links directly into the files archived in U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission.  Please see picture 6.   
 

7. From those limited samples, I found that finance notice for public and investors are popular 
among those business websites, which might be different with other Asian countries, such as 
companies’ websites from Mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore. 

 

Picture 1. Korea Government Main page (http://korea.go.kr/main.do, access on March 17, 2014) 

6 http://www.interbrand.com/en/news-room/press-releases/2014-03-14-63f05ca.aspx , access on March 18, 2014.  
7 I could not find any public notice from Hyundai websites. I might be misread.  
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Picture 2, Korea Government News Release web pages have include many public notice. 
(http://korea.go.kr/news/policy/policyPressList.do?newsCtgryCode=0008, access on March 17, 2014) 

Document No.5433 is about climate changes, 5432 is about indoor air quality from Ministry of the 
environment, it also has notice from food and drug agency, business administration and ministry of 

culture, sports and tourism, fire and disaster management agency, public health branch etc. 

 

http://korea.go.kr/news/policy/policyPressList.do?newsCtgryCode=0008


 

 

Picture 3, Korea government webpage in English. (http://korea.go.kr/eng/index.jsp, access on March 17, 
2014) 

http://korea.go.kr/eng/index.jsp


 

 

Picture 4, Samsung has public notice in its new and press disclose category. 
(http://www.samsung.com/us/aboutsamsung/news/newsIrList.do?news_ctgry=irnewsrelease, access 

on March 18, 2014.) On this page, it provides “Annual Report 2012”, “Sustainability Report 2013”, 
“Audited Financial Statements (2013 3Q), and “Disclosure Control Policy” for downloading. 

http://www.samsung.com/us/aboutsamsung/news/newsIrList.do?news_ctgry=irnewsrelease


 

Picture 5. SK Telecom English homepage. (http://www.sktelecom.com/en/main/index.do.access on 
March 17, 2014) 
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Picture 6.  “release” category, which is under the “IR Library, have documents archived in U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission,  http://www.sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-

edgar?action=getcompany&CIK=0001015650&owner=exclude&count=40&hidefilings=0, access on 
March 18, 2014) 

 

Picture 7, KIA website public notice, (http://www.kia.com/us/en/content/privacy-and-legal/legal-
information, access on March 18, 2014) 
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